I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on the TINRO’ s
glorious 100" anniversary!

My first visit to Russia was in July 2001 to participate in a survey of
summer chum salmon in the lower reaches of the Amur River. This survey was
conducted under the Science and Technology Cooperation Program (STC Program)
between Japan and the Russian Federation in the Field of Fisheries. The survey
was organized by the staff of the Khabarovsk branch, and thanks to their warm
hospitality, 1 really enjoyed the survey and my first stay in Russia! The
vastness of the lower reaches of the Amur was something I had never seen before,
and chum, pink, big sturgeon etc. we have caught there were all full of energy.
In particular, during the survey I was able to fish some pike (mry x a), my
favorite fish. It had been seven or eight years since I had last seen this fish.
The STC Program is currently suspended due to some difficult issues, but I hope
the program will restart in near future because I believe the program plays a
very important role to create the bonds between Japanese and Russian in the
field of fisheries and fisheries science

After my first visit to Russia, I visited several cities in Russia,
Vladivostok, St. Petersburg, Moscow, and again Khabarovsk, for the purpose of
NPAFC meetings/workshops or the Japan—Russia bilateral meetings. The meetings
often reached deadlock, but I witnessed several instances where Japanese and
Russian colleagues found solutions even under difficult circumstances. While
future meetings may occasionally be challenging, I remain confident that we will
always find solutions.

Compared to the long history of the TINRO, my involvement with TINRO is
very modest, but I am deeply honored to have this opportunity to offer my
congratulations on this historic occasion. 1 sincerely wish TINRO continued
success and prosperity for the next glorious 100 years and beyond
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